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representing his dear Countess and Anna, who were in Italy at the time, and he thought the service imposing and very dramatic, He was specially thrilled when the three new nuns threw themselves on the ground, were covered with a pall, while prayers for the dead were recited over them ; and after this rose up crowned with white roses, as the brides of Christ. Lirette was radiant when she had taken the veil, and wished that every one would enter a religious house.
In July, 1844, Madame Hanska and her daughter made the acquaintance of the Comte Georges Mnis-zech, who appeared a very suitable parti for Anna. Balzac naturally took a keen interest in all the prospective arrangements, and consulted anxiously with Madame Hanska about the young Comte's character, which must of course be proved perfect, before a treasure like the young Countess could be confided to his keeping. It is strikingly characteristic of Balzac's disinterestedness, that though he knew that the young Countess's marriage would remove the principal obstacle between him and Madame Hanska, he was most insistent in recommending caution till the young man had been for some time on probation. However, an engagement soon took place, and it seemed as though the great desire of Balzac's heart would in a short time be within his reach, and that happiness would shine upon him at last.
In 1844 he published among other books "Modeste Mignon," "Gaudissart II," a fragmentespondance/' vol. ii. p. 102.isienne," which had appeared in March, and finished with the words, " Si la
